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In the case of general hospitals the service given both on economic and humani
tarian grounds is to restore the patient to working efficiency in the community, as 
soon as possible. The hospital or home for incurables looks after the patient whose 
affliction is of a more or less permanent nature incapacitating him from any possi
bility of earning a living. The movement of population is necessarily slow, dis
charges being generally due to death. The class of care given differs from that 
given in general hospitals, owing to the fact that the inmates tend to become insti
tutionalized and need the care of a physician less frequently. 

Summarized statistics of the 19 homes and hospitals for incurables reporting 
for 1931 will be found in Table 7. 

7.—Summary Statistics of Homes and Hospitals for Incurables, 1931. 

NOTE.—Besides these hospitals and homes wh ich are s t r ic t ly for incurables the re a re th i r teen insti
tutions in t h e province of Quebec which , a l though not hospitals for incurables, under take t h e care of 
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xSt. Pe te r ' s Inf i rmary , Hami l ton , was incorporated a s a home for incurables in November , 1931, 
I t is not included in th i s report . 

52220—64 


